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CHAPTER 11

BALIKPAPAN
(Ist July to 12th September 1945 )

THE ASSAULT

The battle plan for the taking of Balikpapan was for the landings to take place
on the Ist of July, 1945. The sea lanes would be cleared of mines and heavy air
bombardment would be carried out beforehand. The assault task force amounted
to over 33,000 men. There were to be landings on three beaches by the 18th,
the 21st and the 25th Brigades of the 7th Division. There were two Commando
units also included in the landing force, the 2/5th and the 2/6th Cavalry (Com-
mando ) squadrons. The three landing beaches were code-named Green, Yel-
low and Red beaches. The medical units involved were the 2nd A AM.C.
Beach Group, the 2/4th, 2/5th, 2/6th and 10th Field Ambulances, the 2/2nd and
the 2/3rd C.C.S.’s and a Malaria Control unit. The code name given to the
operation was “O.B.0.E.2”. Major H.B. Gatenby who was attached to the unit
at Buna was one of the surgeons allotted to the 2nd Beach Group.

One Company of the
10th Field Ambu-
lance was to come
under the control of
the Beach Group and
to assist with forming
a beach dressing sta-
tion. “B” Company
was given this task.
The other Company,
“A” Company, was
to come under the
25th Brigade, the re-
scrve Brigade for the
operation. Head-
quarters was to re-
main under Divisional control and to be ready to form an M.D.S. if required.

R S g}
Coming Ashore at Balikpapan. Apart from Jull packs each
man carried an item of medical equipment.

The landings took place simultaneously on all three beaches and were mainly
only lightly opposed. By the end of the first day most of the high ground
overlooking the beaches was under our control but the 18th Brigade was expe-
riencing tough opposition north of Klandasan.
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Australian troops landing at Balikpapan

Reveille on board was 0430 hours and the first troops went ashore at Red Beach
at 0900 hours. The first ashore from our unit were Lieut. Merv Featonby with
Ptes. Clive Matthews and Jack Standerwick. They established a site near Red
Beach for a Dressing Station and notified the R.M.O of the 2/10th Battalion of
its location. By 0930 hours Major Cliff Barrett with Sgt. Clem Winchester and
15 O/R’s landed. 1In addition to full packs and haversacks each person had to
carry a specified piece of equipment so that immediately the section had landed
it had enough equipment to last for twenty four hours until transport could
arrive and other stores be unloaded.

Major Barrett’s party did have a jeep and water trailer and driver with them.
The beach was muddy and the jeep became stuck and required the services of
an “Alligator” and some manpower from our section to get it up on firm ground
to be driven to the Dressing Station. While the vehicle was being pulled out,
stray enemy bullets were passing overhead.

Major Barrett sent a stretcher bearing party to the 2/10th Battation R.A.P. Once
again, as at Buna and Sanananda, we found ourselves collecting, treating and
evacuating casualties from the battalions of the 18th Brigade.

The M.B.D.S. was established at Yellow Beach and all evacuations to base by
sea took place from there. A section of “B” Company of the 10th Field Ambu-
lance under Capt. John Sands landed at Green beach and proceeded to Yellow
Beach where they assisted the beach group to set up their dressing station and
when it was running they supplied nursing staff, cooks and stretcher bearers for
internal movement or for sea evacuation of patients. This continued until the
12th of July when the beach station ceased to operate. Captain Sands was in
charge of resuscitation and also the pre-operative and post operative wards at
the M.B.D.S. and our orderlies staffed these areas.
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Fortunately casualties were light and the medical services and equipment were
adequate to handle them efficiently. Another section of “B” Company estab-
lished an A.D.S. near Petersham’s Junction. This post handled thirty six pa-
tients on the first day and twenty five the next day. The casualties were well
spaced out and could all be treated and passed on to the M.B.D.S. with a mini-
mum of delay.

One of the problems was that the whole area had been mined by the Japanese.
One mine was found near the kitchen and was deloused by the Engineers. Two
more were found within a 15 yard radius of the R.A.P. One of our members
had a narrow escape at Red Beach when he struck the toe of his boot against a
partly covered land mine planted in the centre of a well used track to the R.A.P.
Armed pickets guarded the Dressing Stations at night.

) Jaese gu unnel, Balzkpapan.

When the 2/9th Battalion made a landing at Penadjim on the 6th of July Cpl.
Forrest and five O/R’s were sent to set up a beach post for the sea evacuation of
casualties. Another group, of four stretcher bearers under Sergeant Clem Win-
chester were sent to the Sepingang air strip once that had been captured, to set
up an air evacuation post for casualties from the 21st Brigade. The 2nd U.S.
Air Evacuation Unit to whom our men were attached were also stationed at the
airstrip but our men did the stretcher bearing. Clem Winchester maintained
liaison with the 2/3rd C.C.S., the hospital to which the patients were being
evacuated.

“A” Company, attached to the 25th Brigade landed at Balikpapan at Green
Beach on the 2nd of July and had to wade throu gh three feet of water to reach
the shore. The fact that the 25th Brigade was the reserve Brigade and their role
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in the campaign was unknown meant that no detailed preplanning could be
made. However, in order to be prepared for any role the Company was divided
into three sections, the first under Major Gratton, the second under Captain
Brand and the third under Lieut. Foord. The 25th Brigade however, were soon
given a very definite role to play and as a result “A” Company of our unit
handled most of the forward action in this campaign. A squad of four stretcher
bearers was attached to each of the three battalions of the 25th Brigade and two
squads were attached to the 2/6th Cavalry (Commando) Squadron. Captain
Bill Brand and 19 O/R’s established a medical staging post about half a mile
along Hobson’s Road and evacuated casualties to the beach Dressing Station,
There was only one casualty through the staging post on the first day.

Ron Handley gives a graphic illustration of the conditions durin g the carly stage
of the capture of Balikpapan. He writes, “ On a hill top outside Balikpapan,
with an Infantry Battalion, after an all night star shell barrage by the Austral-
ian Navy. It was stand to around 5 a.m. when an explosion shattered the still-
ness of the morning. Being front line soldiers, Jeff McGill and self ascertained
it was a booby trap covering a path to our left.  The trench to our right was
occupied by Neville Stephens and mate unknown. Somebody or thing burst
through the bushes and into Neville's trench. There was a wrestle going on
and the discharge of a rifle - stillness. I said to Jeff, “ It looks like he has
Jinished Nev, I'll shoot the b.... before he Jumps us.” Jeff being an ex infantry
man suggested we wait a few more moments. Then to our surprise we heard
another shuffle and a voice in the dark came across loud and clear, “just a
pig” !

Next time we meet Nev, you owe me a beer !”

Sadly, Neville passed away in 1997 and Jeff McGill in 1986.

SPREADING INLAND

The 25th Brigade took over the central sector from the 18th Brigade allowing
the 18th to advance northwards. Two ambulance Jeeps and two stretcher bearer
squads were sent from Headquarters to reinforce “A” Company personnel. Both
ambulance jeeps together with orderlies were moved forward, one to the 2/33rd
Battalion R.A.P and the other to a car post at Blyth’s Junction. The axis for the
- Brigade's advance was the Valley Highway and it also became the evacuation
route. Captain Brand’s Medical Staging Post was moved to join the car post at
Blyth’s Junction. The area cleared of mines was too small SO two sections
moved elsewhere to bivouac for the night.

It was one such mine which caused the tragic death of Sgt. Jack Pigram at
Blyth’s Junction on the 3rd of J uly. Jack was digging a trench and struck a land
mine and was killed. Pte. A.J. (Bluey) Spokes was wounded by the blast and
evacuated. Sgt. Pigram was buried at Blyth’s Junction on the 4th of July, 1945,
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Padre Vickery conducted the service.
Tragically, a few weeks later at Orr’s
Junction the war claimed another
member of our unit, Pte. Ted Dunnel.

On the 4th of July the Brigade ad-
vanced and an A.D.S. was set up at
a former Japanese Anti-Aircraft site
west of Orr’s Junction. Two
stretcher squads and a jeep were at-
tached to the 2/6th Cavalry ( Com-
mando) Squadron who were given
the task of clearing the enemy from
the Baroe Peninsula. This task was
successfully achieved without any
casualties.

On the 5th of July two sections of
“A” Company set up a Medical Stag-
ing Post in a six roomed school
building about half a mile behind
o i Orr’s Junction while Captain Brand’s
Sgt. Jack Pigram i?lz’rave, Balikpapan.  section remained at Blyth’s Junction.
The roads were very poor and in
some sections patients had to be carried by hand over the bad sections and in
others the jeep drivers had to proceed slowly with stretcher bearers walking
alongside securing the stretcher to the jeep and the patient to the stretcher.

The A.D.M.S. of the
7th Division inspected
the evacuation posts
and gave instructions
for the Medical Stag-
ing Post at Orr’s Junc-
tion to be converted
into an A.D.S. with
the ability to hold up
to fifty minor sick
cases who could be re-
turned to their units
within ten to fourteen
days. Further rein-
forcements had to be
brought up from

Camp Hospital at Orr’s Junction
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Staff at hospital, Orr's Junction

Headquarters Company to effect this change as there were insufficient men left
from “A” Company after supplying thirty stretcher bearers who were stationed

at the Battalion and Commando R.A.P.’s.

The Australian advance was fairly swift and medical units had difficulty keep-
ing up with the forward troops. Pockets of strong resistance were encountered

particularly near Kapak. The Japanesc seemed to specialise in trying to infil-

trate Australian positions at night try-
ing to do as much damage as possible
with grenades and bombs. They were
successful on some occasions.

The twelve stretcher bearers with the
2/6th Commando Squadron remained
with that unit after capturing the Baroe
Peninsula. They swung to the left
flank of the 25th Brigade as they ad-
vanced northward. Some difficult
country was encountered aind stretcher
bearers had a difficult carry to evacu-
ate the wounded. The Medical Of-
ficer of the Commando Squadron re-
quested six canvasses from folding
cots to be supplied so that they could
be used as improvised stretchers simi-
lar to the blanket stretchers the natives
had used in New Guinea.

Roy Rasmussen outside entrance o Camp
Hospital, Orr’s Junction.
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A bridge on the Milford Highway which had been demolished by the Japanese
meant a hand carry for the stretcher bearers of 1,000 yards to the jeep head. At
other times bomb craters on the road necessitated hand carrying of patients
around the affected arca. By the 8th of July the 2/2nd C.C.S. was operating
and evacuations from posts at Blyth’s Junction and Orr’s Junction were taken
there. Also the converted Landing Ships, Kanimbla, Westralia and Manoora
plus L.S.T. 777, surgically equipped, arrived at Balikpapan to clear casualties
needing evacuation to a General Hospital. Captain Brand and his party moved
to the A.D.S. at Orr’s Junction and were relieved at Blyth’s Junction by a Ser-
geant and ten orderlies from Headquarters Company.

Our medical officers kept regular contact with the R.M.O.’s of the three battal-
jons thus ensuring smooth evacuation of casualties as the action moved for-
ward. Enemy detonated mines were taking a toll of our troops during their
patrols. Ruptured ear drums as well as shrapnel wounds were a feature of those
who survived. An abandoned Japanese medical dump was discovered after
they had retreated and we were instructed to collect all medical equipment and
stores and keep them at unit headquarters,

By this time the Japanese were becoming rather desperate and “C” Company of
the 2/25th Battalion was attacked at night by a party of Japanese armed with
grenades, spears and swords ! Immediately an area was cleared of the enemy
and before being occupied by our troops the A.M.C.U. arranged aerial spraying
of the area with D.D.T. This drastically reduced the number of casualties from
malaria and dengue.

The 25th Brigade aided by the 2/6th Commando Squadron continued to ad-
vance along the Milford Highway but encountered strong opposition near
Batochampar. As the line of evacuation was very long a forward Staging Post
was established by Cpl.
B Bill Jones and three
stretcher bearers. The
time taken for a patient
from the front line to
reach the C.C.S. was con-
* sidered unacceptably
long and the three battal-
ion medical officers to-
gether with those of “A”
Company 10th Field
Ambulance were of the
opinion that a surgical
] team forward of Orr’s
Evacuating patients at wharf, Balikpapan. Junction was needed.
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Accordingly it was ar-
ranged for a surgical team
under Major Donald and
Captain Keller to be at-
tached to the 2/4th Field
Ambulance M.D.S. about
a quarter of a mile for-
ward of Orr’s Junction.
As part of the altered ar-
rangements the 10th
Field Ambulance A.D.S,
in the school house at
Orr’s Junction would be-
come a Camp Hospital
with fifty beds and an
R.A.P. to service the surrounding units. The line of evacuation would be through
Orr’s Junction to Pandansari and thence by a good road by motor ambulance to
the 2/2nd C.C.S.

Loading patients on to Hospital Ship.

On the 17th of July the 2/4th Field Ambulance stretcher bearers took over from
the 10th Field Ambulance the task of clearing the battalion and Commando
Squadron’s R.A.P.’s By the 19th of July the Camp Hospital at Orr’s Junction
was operating and twenty seven patients were held. Daily sick parades were
also held for all units between Blyth’s and Orr’s Junctions who did not have an
R.M.O. Allof “A” Company 10th
Field Ambulance personnel re-
turned to Company headquarters
and concentrated on operating the
Camp Hospital at Orr’s Junction.
The Headquarters Company per-
sonnel who had been assisting at
Orr’s Junction returned to their
Company at Stalkoedo.

HEADQUARTERS ROLE

The Headquarters Company of the
[0th Field Ambulance had been

embarked on two separate ships
each with an equal amount of equipment and stores so that each could function

separately if required. As it transpired they were not required to set up an
M.D.S. but their personnel were used in reinforcing “B” Company on the beach
and the A.D.S. and Camp Hospital at Orr’s Junction and also supplying help
for the 2/5th Field Ambulance M.D.S. and the 2/2nd C.C.S.

Transport drivers, Orr’s Junction.
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The Pathology Sergeant with his equipment was sent to the Camp Hospital
where he was able to take blood samples and diagnose malaria, dengue and
other diseases. Assistance was also given to the Dutch native hospital on the
Baroe Peninsula taking blood slides to check for parasites and spleen test. Medi-
cal supplies from a captured Japanese medical dump were sorted and checked.
Captain Reith was detached temporarily to the 2/2nd C.C.S. Padre S. Vickery
returned to H.Q. 7 Aust. Division and was replaced by Padre S.H. Farmer.

VICTORY

By the 25th of July the Japanese resistance was effectively over with just small
parties left to be rounded up. From the cessation of hostilities until the middle
of August the daily admission rate at the Camp Hospital was between twenty
and thirty. Malaria incidence was light with only three cases being reported in
one week. The incidence of dengue was similarly light. Twenty natives were
employed clearing scrub in which large numbers of mosquitoes were harbour-
ing. The bed occupancy dropped to eleven patients and on the 29th of August,
instructions were received to close the Camp Hospital but to continue with the
R.A.P. service for surrounding units. Packing of stores commenced in readi-
ness for an order to shift.

A letter of appreciation was received from Captain Epps, R.M.O. of the 2/6th
Aust. Commando Squadron for the work done by members of “A” Company
attached to their Squadron. The letter reads :-

2/6th Aust Commando Sgn

7th Aug 1945
O/C “A” Company 10 Fd Am

Sir

I have received your message regarding camp cot covers, used Jor improvisa-
tion of stretchers. As I shall most certainly use them again Jor future opera-
tions in the very near Juture, I would prefer to retain them, and send you the
receipt enclosed.

! had intended to write much earlier lo thank you for the excellent work which
you and your company did for us during the first two weeks of the operation.

The stretcher bearers worked very well and willingly and I could have wished
Jor nothing better in the supply of medical equipment.

I would be glad if you would inform the C.O. of my thanks and appreciation,

Thanking you,
R.G. Epps Capt. RM.O.
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Major General Milford, G.O.C. 7th Aust. Division, sent the following message

to all troops under his command:-
HQ 7 Aust Div

25 Jul 45
TO ALL RANKS OF 7 AUST DIV TASK FORCE.

The first major task in the BALIKPAPAN campaign has now been
achieved and the enemy has been routed with great loss. Your fame in assault-
ing a position of such great natural strength and so heavily defended will re-
main an outstanding achievement of this war.

To the infantry assisted by the cavalry and armour has fallen the burden
of the battle; they have fought magnificently and at no time was the issue in
doubt. The artillery and other arms, by their effective and overwhelming sup-
port have contributed in no small measure to the victory.

The engineers employed from the most forward positions to the beaches,
by their very hard work, their technical ability, and courage have been out-
standing. To the signals and the services and those who had the less spectacu-
lar. but no less important roles, such as labour and base development, success
is equally due. All have played their part in the team and given of their best;
by this means only has the task been so successfully completed.

To the Navy and the Air Force who paved the way so well, and answered
every demand in such full measure 7 Aust Div owes deep gratitude and shares
with them the honour.

The task has been well done, and the utter defeat of the enemy draws nearer.

E J Milford
Maj-Gen.
Comd 7 Aust Div.

More medical units began to arrive at Balikpapan with the 2/3rd C.C.S. setting
up on the 14th of July and the 2/ 12th A.G.H. arrived but did not unpack. Nurses
arrived for the 2/2nd C.C.S. and the 2/12th A.G.H. on the 27th of July but by
this time most of the action was over. As Allan Walker in his book “ The Island
Campaigns ” notes, “ Medical units were provided on a generous scale for the
Balikpapan landing. Most of the work was done by the Field Ambulances,
including the medical company of the Beach Group. The larger units, com-
prising the 2/2nd and 2/3rd C.C.S. and the 2/12th A.G.H. did comparatively
little and the co-operation of the landing ships saved the field units from the
necessity to hold an increasing number of sick as had occurred in other actions

of more intense and prolonged type.”
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With the impending
close of the campaign
the unit was asked to
look for a site to oper-
atc a convalescent
camp. A suitable site
was found at Stalkoedo
and on the 21st of July
Major Mick Dunn,
W.0. Len Martin, and
an advance party went
to the site and com-
menced preparing for #§ S ™
the erection of tents. Hospital Ship, Balikpapan.
The camp site was right

on the beach and personnel and patient tents were erected Just above high water
level. The arca was divided by a small creek and across the creek was a flat
arca suitable for parade ground and sports ground. The Administration build-
ings, the Q.M. store, the Dispensary and R.A.P. were planned for this flat area
with the kitchen and mess hut on the beach side. By the end of July all of “B”
Company and Headquaters Company were located at Stalkoedo and were work-
ing on construction of the Convalescent Camp.

END OF THE WAR

On the international scene the the writing was on the wall for the Japanese,
Okinawa was captured on the 22nd of June. General MacArthur had returned
to the Philippines and all organised resistance there ended on the 28th of June,
In early July the Japanese mainland was being subjected to intense naval and
aerial bombardment preparatory to an invasion. This was not necessary how-
ever as the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on the 6th of August
with the second on Nagasaki on the 9th followed by the unconditional surren-
der of the Japanese on the 14th of August, 1945,

The news of the Japanese surrender was received over the wireless on the 15th
of August and a full unit parade was held at 0900 hours and no further work
was done that day. On the following day a Thanksgiving Service was held in
the Camp Hospital mess hut by Chaplain Farmer.

The end of the war saw Australian troops overseas in a number of areas. In the
Wewak- Aitape area the 6th Division was on the brink of completing a pincer
movement against the Japanese and were within 16 miles of joining up which
would have cleared the enemy from that area, when peace was declared. The
Australians comprising the 5th and 11th Divisions were closing int on Rabaul
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T

SHIGTON, Wd.: Japan has ccet
the Allied demand for unconditional surrender.

This was announced simultaneously from their capitals by the feour
Allied leaders at 0900 hrs. (NGT) today. .

In a statement from the White House, President Truman announced that General
Dougias MacArthur had been appointed Supreme Allied Commander to receive the
Japanese surrender.

On behslf of the Allies, President Truman, through US State Secretary Byrnes, has asked the
Japanese to osase fighting and to notify General MacArthur of the effective hour and date of the
end of hostilitics.

., Official declaration of peace throughout the world must wait upon the formnl esigning of the surrender instrument by
Japan before General MacArthur and high-rauking officers representing Britain, Russia and China.

CULTURE FOR JAPS LAST AIR STRIKES

While the Japaness poople awsited the Em-
pevor's unprogedented messnge of grave im.
portance to Japan, newsagencies wers adding
last-minute tstiches to softening the blow.

Chief of the Jap Board of Technicology,
Liewtflon, Tads, arged the Jupaneac peaple to
give up revengebul thonghts and liguidate mili.
turlsm for their own beuefit

He told the Japanese not to dream of some
weapon superiér to the stomic homb, but to
turn te culture fostead.

Miputas later, the Japasexe Dutuei Nows-
apeacy, which transmitted Tads's statement ta
oversens baresux, ordered it killed, without giv-
ing any reasen. .

Japansse brondosats early this morning pice
tared Fapantie people, with tear-staincd cheehs,
and bewed heads pathered pulside the Emporial
Palae offering their apologies ta Hirokite,
Many cried oub: 'Q Forgive ve, our Emparor,
our efforts were not snough.”

in Leacberra, Prime Minister Chifley, an-
nounced: "“Tha war s over,”” and dmultaneons.
iy, Mr. Aftss Brosdcast: “Japsn bas swrren-
dered.”

From his HQ on Boroes, the C-in-C, AMP,
General Sir Thersas Blamey, said thet Austra-
Lian farces would ba nseded for gurriven deties

Surrender Proclamation

The Japaness reply said:

“With reference to the asnsuncement of August 10 ee-
gerding acoeptance of the provisions of tha Poledam Daciars.
tion, snd the reply of the Govizpments of the United States,
Grear Hritain, the Soviet Usion. end China. snd by Secre-
ary of Stave Byrnes, on August |1, the fapanase Gavernmeat
hiat 1he honor to communitste to the Goveraments of the
United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Uniug and Chins, as
Tellawa:

“). Hix Majesty the Emsperer has fssued zn imporial He-
sceipt regaeding fapan's seceptance of the provisiens of the
Potsdam Declaradon.

7. His Majesty the Entperat is prepared 1o wothorise and
enawre the sigastute by bis Governmient eod the Imparid
Geaneved HE of the socensary terme {or entrylng aut the pro-
visions of the Potsdam Dedeiation:

“3. Hin Manjesty in alss 2,
ta ail the miktary. nuval dnd’
the forces under chisir «gay
operaticns, to surrendar
a4 may be required by the
Forcea for the execution of

issne his commands
ihikities of Japan nnd afl
Sphsravit docsted, to comes
e, and 18 imsue such orders
ine Commander of the Allind
Gbove terms.
P . {Signed} Toge.”
The news of Japan's sprrendar was broadosst to the world
at short intervals in all Jaogunges frons all Ailied stations
immediately after the ofizial aonsuntements

Just before the anvcuncement a record 829
wtrike was bhed on Bonehu, o whick 800
B2%'s and 260Ffightere tosk purt. Six thausauwd
tans of demaolition and five bombs were drop-
ped during this air onslanght.

Railway yards snear Hivoshisia, which re.
ceivad the world's fiest atomic bomb, ol refiner-
ies and industrial aveas in Tokis, weara hit.

Even as the dramabic nows of Japan’s capl
tulation was beiog fHashed simultanrously From
AlEad capituls, hundreds of Albied carrier-horne
planes were ovmr Tekdo,

They wers only a few secands fram their
targzts when word of Japan's unconditionsl
surrender same it sver the airceaft's radios,

it was Lhe volee of the commander of the
US 3rd Fleet, Admiral Williazs ("Bul?) Hal-
ey, sayinge

It loaks ke the wnr I3 over in the Far
Eort. but if you see any enwmy planes in the
air, shoot tham dewn in a Frieadly fashinn.”

S¢ the Anglo:Amsricsn pilots hald their
fire and dropped their bombe In the s2a 0a their
way back to the carriers.

Until the Japaness order to ccase fire has
beon definitely fssmed 2nd is being obeyed all
Allied Forces in the Far Cant are remsising aa

in the north for “1eme considsrable time" the alert.

Victory Edition of " Guinea Gold™.

but the Japanese were still there when the end came. On Bougainville the
troops of the 3rd Division were engaged against the Japanese in the south,
central and northern sectors. On all fronts they were being strongly resisted but
slowly and surely they were being pushed into an area on the Buin Peninsula
where they could be encircled. In July 1945 the advance was slowed by heavy
rain and the consequent flooding of roads making movement difficult.

The three landings on Borneo had all been successful and the troops of the 7th

and 9th Divisions were still at their respective sectors caring for sick and any
released prisoners and also the native population.
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CVERSEAS EDITION J
Incorporating JATER CART #HISPEES and JUNGLE JIVE
Zidtors  Bushytall Printer: Col Johrsmn

W Reportert f ¥hacka(Ridar) Thassen Sporting Reporterilimslight Lovebt

Tringing you each SaTURDAY the hot news of whats scoking, from ocur various
lonely oubposts where smething is cooking all day every day

z? Issued weelly by 10 Aush Fd Anb(AIF) SAT 1 SEP 1945

LATRTINE TOPS RECRIVES TIS PIRST LETTER

Shortly aftor last week's i1ssus we reoosived a lobter in the mask
flown oy and glaborate language. That i ig Prom "A¥ Coy 13 obvious
but the authors hide behind the nom de plume of "Phe & Goy Taclation=
Iege .

ioe letfer is a mixture of praise and sapvcasm. Wo aacept the preise
but the otheor, if intendad, we treast with lgnore,

CARTOON OF THE WEFK by SNASSWOID

-
e B e T e g i T o 2 et ittt e -

In the red forner, at 140 pounds, owr star reporber wnd powshowsl, J Whacks
(Padar) Thomsen in netural position, In the white correr, at 160 pounds the
arack driver and ladiss man K Birohall, slso in nabural position, In the centre
of the ring ono Truck, 8 Ton, W¥aier Cart F 8 in most unnatural position,

| em—ean W O e o e
THIS TRFE'S SMOKE SIGNALS .
_drew a mop, It Jooks like an old

4+ new bookies olork has arisen fram

the ranxs, Fong ¥allisan heving at treasure map snd it must appear that
laat realised he ie wasting army timo - seomd kindergarten duys are near Bob,
in tho 'g Storo, 15 now typing out Mick ] o ———

Holland s bot ting.lsts, That- swdrthy preofsion Carpenter

¥o 1 Priority Hunt 1s doing all hs

. E LR LY LU T A .
- That grend 614 man Beach gmbey Bob | can to Haston his relsase. Was heard
\'.,.stapigép had' suoh o groat pollsevlen of  © tno othen day cooing to Mr Featmby
- shells turled in vanloys placha .aveund “about ropairs: toNerv's ohair,
the arda that, eomd senfusidn, he | ' ' '

-
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Care, Courage & Camaraderie

The problem now was to arrange the orderly movement of all of these troops
back to Australia. There were seven Divisions altogether with their support
troops amounting in all to some 100,000 men. This included the survivors of
the 8th Division who were prisoners in the Singapore, Malaysia, Burma areas.
Prisoners of war were given urgent priority and volunteers were called for from
the various medical units for relief teams to give medical assistance in the P.O.W.
camps and on the voyage back to Australia. There were a number of prisoners
of war and civilians released, including nuns, when Rabaul surrendered.

A points system was devised whereby each serviceman was allotted points ac-
cording to age and months of service and whether married or not.  This meant
that older married men with a long period of service were the first to be re-
leased.

WAITING FOR FUTURE ROLE

A unit News Sheet called “LATRINE TOPS” to incorporate “WATER CART
WHISPERS” and “JUNGLE JIVE”. complete with a cartoon of the week was
produced by an unknown editor. Issue No. 2 which has come into my posses-
sion may not reproduce very well but it contains many interesting snippets about
various members. Our Command-
ing Officer Lieut. Col. E.C. Palmer
was affectionately known among
the troops as “ Jungle Ted” and the
C.0O.’s inspections were known as
“Jungle Patrols”. The newsletter
tells of an unannounced “Jungle
Patrol” one morning thus - “There
was great scrambling and mass
creaking of beds last week when
one morning the Jungle Patrol ap-
peared unexpectedly.  Unfortu-
nately for the boys most of them
were, at the time, in that well
known Australian Army position.”

BT, . S—

Major Peach from the 2/33rd In-
fantry Battalion had been seconded
to our unit to supervise training and
sports and amenities programs.
Sports materials were requisitioned
from the G.O.C.’s Fund. The

Y.M.C.A.had already equipped & 1y, yuons built by Alan Patrick and Eddie Mott.
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Chapter 1] : Balikpapan

recreation hut with tables, seats etc. and two table tennis tables. This program
was short lived as there was a further role for the unit to play before being
returned to Australia,

Alan Patrick and Eddie Mott built a yacht whilst at Balikpapan using hospital
sheets for the sails. However, their enjoyment of it was also short lived as they
had to make a forced saie (at aloss ) when the unit was ordered to Ambon.

The Convalescent Camp was ready to open by the 13th of August but because
of the uncertainty of the future the receipt of patients was temporarily deferred.
With the end of the war the regulations regarding release on occupational grounds
were relaxed and from our unit Seventeen applications for release were received
and approved. On the 26th of August, 1945 a warning order was issued for the
unit to move complete to Morotai to join a Brigade force which was to be used
as an occupation force on the island of Ambon,

The Commanding Officer’s Report on the Balikpapan operations is given in
Appendix Two,

- 195 -



