10TH AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE

TENTH TIT BITS NO. 47 April 1, 2013

10th AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE
(A.LLF) ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT

Ted Young

1 Dalston Road
Oakleigh Vic 3166
Phone: 9565 8393

VICE PRESIDENT
TBA
Help needed

LIFE MEMBERS
Mrs Glad White

Mrs Margaret Holmes

Ken Stantey

SECRETARY
Brendon Holmes

12 Clematis Court
Warrandyte

vic, 3113

Phone: 0419896477

TREASURER

Trevor Ward
‘Rosehaven’

2/8 Baldwin Rd

Blackburn Vic, 3130

Phone: 9877 8027

Mrs Marj King
Jack Bacon
Ted Young

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
TBA
Help needed

COMMITTEE

Jack Bacon 8805 2120
David James 9857 9074
Ron Woff 9583 0464
Les Williams 9379 3285
Julie Mayberry 0412250521
David Hall 0412714840
Sarah Goode 0438667367

Ron Woff

Les. Willilams
David James

Page 1



10TH AUSTRALIAN FIELD AMBULANCE TENTH TIT BITS NO. 47 April 1, 2013

GREETINGS — for the 68" Annual general meeting and luncheon.

ANZAC DAY 25t APRIL 2013 ACTIVITIES

THE MARCH
If you require transport please contact David Hall 0412714840. Our assembly point has again been changed. We
now assemble from 9:15AM to be ready to march at 9:45AM, in Flinders St West on the North side thereof. i.e.
on Young Jacksons side. As we are 5 last in our group (1* Aust. Corps) we will be quite a few yards down from
the said Young & Jacksons. Flinders Street West means west of Swanston Street. ***(Look for the 10™ Field
Ambulance Banner)***

OUR REUNION LUNCHEON
We must have been good customers because we are once again to enjoy the facilities of the Seasons Botanic
Gardens at 348 St. Kilda Rd. from | lam to 3pm. Located right opposite the Shrine. The cost to you good folks —
despite the mess that the worlds economis in (and thanks to gesture of your committee) remains at $45. How’s
that!! Seating sometimes becomes a problem but if you contact Julie Mayberry 0412250521 with your request all
will be well.

MINUTES OF THE 2012 67th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and Luncheon AS NOTED

VENUE Seasons Botanic Gardens, 348 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. A convenient location for
members to meet following the Anzac Day March — to celebrate and reminisce socially over lunch and

to conduct the 2012 Annual General Meeting.

MEETING Chairman and President Ted Young opened the meeting and warmly welcomed the
Members, Affiliates and guests with special mention of Jim and Trish Nilsson who are guardians of the
memorial stone at Seymour.

Also special mention to our guests from Sandringham Secondary College — Callum and Isobel — year
10 captains. Thanks to Chris Martin for bringing them.

Brendon Helmes welcomed other Guests to the 2012 Annual General Meeting:

APOLOGIES Trevor Ward presented the following apologies received:

MEMBERS Ivan Goldsmith, Cliff Watkins, Don Ludlam.

AFFILIATES Margaret Biffin, Norma Bachelor, John Bachelor, Lynette Blackwood, Joyce Champion,
Anne Cooper, Wendy Cope, Graham Davey, Ronald Davey, Peter De Jarlais, Olive Gordon, Eileen
Handley, Dr Gerard Handley, Michael Handley, Jack Hardy, Heather McKenzie, Carclyn MaclLeod,
Meryl Patrick, Glad White, Lina York Joan Davey, Janice Cherry.

LOYAL TOAST Members stood in respect for the Queen and Australia, proposed by Ken
Stanley.

REMEMBRANCE ROLL OF HONOUR Roll has been updated and was on view.

REMEMBRANCE A period of silent reflection was observed as Brendon Holmes, Wendy Ward,
Vicki King and Julie Mayberry read the Honour Roll, containing the names of past Members.

The Last Post Reveille brought cur thoughts together followed by the Tribute:

They shall grow not old, as we who are left grow old. LEST WE FORGET.

THE MARCH - Ron Woff Led by President Ted Young, 2 Members, plus Affiliates and family
members assembled in the wet weather for the march to the Shrine. Last year there were 3 members
marching.

To the King famity go our thanks as custodians of the banner, which this year was attended by Justin,
Brad, Jackson and Devin Murphy & Mitchell Holmes.

MINUTES OF AGM 2011 Brendon moved that the minutes, as published in the 2011 edition of “1qth
Tit Bits”, be taken as read and accepted. Seconded: Ken Stanley. Motion Carried.

WELFARE Julie Mayberry presented the report on welfare matters.
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Wendy reported that Ken Stanley had a bout in hospital this year as did Les and Alan Williams, David
James and John Grant who came out of hospital today to attend the meeting. We also note that Joyce
Woff, Margaret Holmes, Glad White and Esma Young have had stints in hospital.

TOAST OF THE UNIT President Ted gave a wonderful summary of his army memories — his
speech is attached. We also toasted the Unit of Peter De Jarlais, 2" Training Battalion, D Company, 16
Platoon, 2" intake 1970, 102 Field Battery — 12th Field Regiment / 8 Medium Regiment.
CORRESPONDENCE Trever Ward presented a list of correspondents who have written to the Unit
during the last year.

Trevor moved that the correspondence be accepted, Seconded -Julie Mayberry, motion married.
President Ted Young proposed a Toast to the Vietnam Veterans gathered at the Campsea RSL for
ANZAC day.

FINANCIAL REPORT Trevor outlined the salient items of the financial statement for the year ending
31% January 2012. In assuring the meeting that our finances are healthy, it was suggested that we
increase our donation to Legacy to $200.00. Trevor moved the acceptance of the donation and of the
repor,

Seconded by Wendy, Motion Carried.

AUDITOR Alan Williams has been auditing our books for longer than anyene can remember and
we thank him for his continual contribution. David Hall has volunteered to take over this position and
we thank him for volunteering. Thank you also to Trevor Ward for his assistance.

OFFICE BEARERS Wendy Ward has resigned from her position as Vice President, We offer a
special thank you to Wendy for her contribution to the 10™ AIF and continued support and wish her all
the very best.

Vicki King has also resigned her position of Assistant Secretary and we wish her all the very best.

We need to fill these positions and would ask all Members and Affiliates to consider volunteering.
REPORTS- 10" TIT BITS — Ron Woff

The most valuable medium for keeping Members in contact with each other and the Association, 10"
Tit Bits has been prepared by Ron Woff and his family for many years. Ron recorded his appreciation
for the assistance of his family especially granddaughter Sarah Goode for all her help and assistance in
the preparation, collation and mailing of the newsletter.

Roen stated that he would like to receive more comments & feedback from the readers.

ADOPT AN EX SERVICE ORGANISATION PROGRAM

Presentation by Chris Martin, Principal of Beaumaris Campus of the Sandringham Seccondary College.
The “Adopt a War Veteran” program is running at the school. As part of this year 10 program. Ted and
Ron talked to the students about the role of our unit in WW?2 which was enthusiastically accepted.
GENERAL BUSINESS

Assistant Secretary

We have one volunteer for the position of Assistant Secretary — Chris Martin and we thank him for
stepping up and we look forward to him joining the Committee.

We would also like to thank the Affiliates for doing a marvelous job — if it wasn’t for their assistance the
unit would struggle to exist.

The website is coming together nicely and we hope to have it up and open to viewing by 24.04.2013.
Don Ludlam celebrated his 91st birthday on 5™ April.

Brendon advised the meeting that Jutie Mayberry will continue tc arrange the10th AIF Anzac day
luncheon.

GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS were taken.

MEETING CLOSE

President Ted Young thanked everyone for their attendance and contribution to the day, as he brought
the meeting formalities to a close.

Meeting closed at 2:30pm.
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LETTERS & NEWS:

Heather McKenzie

To all 10" Australian Field Ambulance members from Affiliates member Heather McKenzie. [ sent greetings and
best wishes to you all. I send my apologies as once again [ am unable to join you at lunch on Anzac Day. You
will be in my thoughts as [ spend a few days bush walking based at Walwa in the Upper Murray region.
Congratulations to the editors on another interesting Tenth Tit Bits.

Lynnette Blackwood (Nee McKenzie) - Col Stanley McKenzie daughter 4/04/12

Dear Trevor and all, so very nice to receive the 46" Tit Bits and for your invitation, but sadly 1 am unable to be
with you at the Anzac Day Luncheon for the 10" Australian Field Ambulance. I must also say it is wonderful to
see the great photograph and particularly the banner so proudiy held in the march. So much time and effort you all
put intg the publication and it is so worthwhile and a great tribute to the unit. My thoughts will be with you on the
day. | remain sincerely Lynnette Blackwood.

LEST WE FORGET:

Dr Edward (Ted) Spring 12/06/2012
John Grant 3/07/2012
Horrie Hamer 21/11/2012

TOAST TO THE UNIT - 25" April 2012 ANZAC DAY

Last year 1 foolishly said to Ron Woff at our committee meeting if you propose the toast to the unit this
year | will do next year thinking Ron won’t remember next year he is 1 year older than me and his
memory must be going — but he must have written it down somewhere because he reminded me this
year of what 1 had said so here goes — December 1941 saw 18 year olds called up for military service
because Japan had bombed Pearl Harbour and was heading for Australia some 5000 of us went to
Seymour and set up camp which was known as Boystown in the paddocks around where Jim and Trish
Nilsson live and which they operate their farm. Some years ago we took a bus to Seymour and dedicated
a plaque on a rock outside the gate which we all walked through to train. After 6 weeks of basic training
some 20 or so came to the 10" Field Ambulance. | was one of them from the 8 in our tent in Boystown I
was the only one to come to the 10". So I asked to be paraded to the C.Q. Col Stan McKenzie. I told
him | wanted to be with my mates who went to the infantry he looked at me and said lad you are mine
and you are going to be mine dismissed. 1 told this story once before and said the old Col must have
seen my potential and I can see Vern Laidlaw saying “you cheeky lad”

The old Col was much wiser than a cheeky 18 year old. We arrived at the 10™ Field Ambulance to bring
them up to full strength this site was known as camp site no2. We arrived from BoysTown to tents with
floor boards and slit trenches’ dug beside them 6 to a tent instead of 8 on bare ground. Col McKenzie
reminded us on many occasions while waving his walking stick around that the Japs were just beyond
the gravel pits that were across the road. We left on foot to march to Bonegilla which took 10 days
which and we had more waving of the walking stick as we were going, telling us that X marks the spot
where we were heading and we had better get used to blood and guts. While he did not come away with
us because of ill health he was a wise old bird and taught us well and our unit distinguished itself in a
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number of campaigns on the islands. Namely first at Buna Gona and Sanananda at the foothills of the
Kokoda track in the swamps and the jungle. We served at Oro Bay — then Lae and Finschafin. We took
part in the first Sea Ambulance transport to bring the wounded along the coast in barges at night from
Finschafin and Lae. 1 remember flying back to Finschafin from Lae in an over loaded Douglas DC3.
Taking two attempts to take off then flying through the mountain canyons — with inches to spare on both
sides because they could not climb high enough to go over the mountains. On another occasion hitching
a ride on a P.T. boat going to Lae the yanks showed us over the boat it was all one big engine with 4
Torpedoes 2 each side and a 50 calibre machine gun at the front and boy could it travel it was dangerous
to stand up without hanging on to something as it was going so fast and in no time at all we were back at
Finschafin. We came home on leave after some 18 months in New Guinea then went to the Atherton
table lands up from Cairns for some months playing all type of sport including two up to keep fit it was
a good time at Wongabell. Many years later Esma and 1 went to Atherton tablelands but could not find
our old camp site. We saw many other sites with signs on them but not ours. We were sent to Moratai
and on the 1% July 1945 the 7" Division landed on Balikpapan Borneo our B Company landed with
them and setup a Hospital on the beach A Company were split up and some went forward with 2/6
commando unit the rest went inland and took over a building and turned it into a Hospital for sick and
wounded — 6 weeks later the war finished and we were sent to Ambon. We helped to evacuate our
Australian prisoners of war from the hell hole that the Japanese had in Ambon. This is a thumbnail
sketch of our war time activities and it all started from the paddocks on Jim and Trish’s farm.We are
proud of our part that we did in War time and 1 hope you young people will remember us when we are
no longer here. Will you please stand charge your glasses and drink a toast to the 10™ Field Ambulance.
And now remain standing for another toast - Peter De Jarlais 1s the son of Roy De larlaes a deceased
unit member and he is an affiliate member and Veteran of the Vietnam war and has asked if we could
toast his unit members as they will toast our unit today, so we toast the 2 Training Battalion D Coy 16™
Platoon 2™ intake. 1970-102 Field Battery 12 Field Regiment 8 Medium Regiment — a toast to the
Vietnam Veterans unit.

BITS & PIECES

We have our own [0" field ambulance WEBSITE Yeah!!! A big thankyou goes to some of Ron Woff’s
grandchildren Victoria and Andrew Woff. Victoria has put in allot of time and effort and designed and produced
our very own website for 10" Field Ambulance. This website is a valuable tool for linking our unit to the future
generation to come. It contains some photos and information about our unit which in time will hopefully develop
further - hopefully will include work from our Adopt a school program. Andrew Woff has kindly donated some of
his website space. — All of this at no cost to the unit.

To visit our WEBSITE go to:  www. | Othfieldambulance.com

We are hoping we get more people sending in items or letters of interest this year as sadly there were not many
letters for me to add to this years Tit Bits. Please see page || for editors contact information or alternately send to
Trevor with your membership forms. We are interested in any relevant news, letter or items of interest for tit bits
number 48 PLEASE.

Memories from Jack Allen

I left the 10" Field Ambulance at Oro Bay, being flown from Dobadura by Bully Beef Bomber to 2/9™. A.G.H. at
Port Moresby, and after a spell there was transported by Hospital Ship “Mununda” and hospital train to R.G.H.
Heidelberg, where after some months was discharged to a Convalescent Camp at Ballarat, where we were
supposed to do P.T. to assist in our complete recovery. This was virtually impossible for most of the ‘inmates’, as
for instance one occupant of the tent I was in had only one foot. The highlight of the day was a visit to a nearby
pub, the “Bunch of Grapes”. You did not need a leave pass, but had to put your name in a book in the orderly
room at 4.00pm and was supposed to return by 6 for evening mess. It was the era of 6 o’clock closing then and
the publican duly closed the front door at 6, leaving anyone who so desired to stay for as long as they liked. I did
stay on after 6 on one occasion as I had met a fellow ‘inmate’ who had been in the next bed to me at 2/9 AGH
Port Moresby and whom I had thought I would not see alive again, and he thought the same about me. So we had
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a bit of a celebration. Apparently most of the fellows stayed on for some hours, and the publican would come
over to the camp next morming and bring all the crutches and sticks back in his car.

A Poem —
Remembrance
There is a tree [ know, a lovely thing... I see it only when [ close my eyes. No tight-lipped buds embroider it in
Spring. No glowing russet mantle ever lies about its shapely shoulders in this fall, and in the chilling air of
winters breath when short-lived days pass swiftly into night, it never tokens grief, or speaks of death.
Nay, it is always summer in my tree... Splendid it stands in fullest leaf and flower. And to its peace—filled canopy
[ haste as would a lover to his lady’s bower.
My tree is called “Remembrance”- gracious name, sweet to the ears of those who understand, who lean far out
into the dark of time and feel the pressure of a dear, lost hand -.
Here in the quiet of his holy day I vow ming is the everlasting tree, whose leaves are for the healing of all hearts,
the ease of pain, the drying of all tears that flow from out the founts of memory.
Coine, sorrowing ones; come, close your eyes with me and together let us kneel beneath my tree.

EDITORS RANT (Ron Woff):

Another year has passed, it was sad for some including me because of the death of my wife in July. After 66 years
marriage it was hard to take. However, as we all know life must go on and 1 am lucky to have such a great family.
Similarly our unit is [ucky to have so many Affiliates to keep the unit name alive in remembrance of all “the
boys™ as you know there are not many unit members still with us and we miss them all. Many thanks to the
“Banner boys”, we do rely on them each year and hope they can continue for many years. Qur hardworking
secretary had an accident recently resulting in 2 weeks in hospital — all the best for your continued recovery
Brendon. Wishing you all good health and happiness.

Ron Woff and Sarah Goode.

LEST WE FORGET
They shall grow not old
As we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them
Nor the years condemn
At the going down of the Sun
And in the morning
We will remember them
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Bruce Pascoe
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-f04/1971
-02/1972
07/09/1972
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George Williamson
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Dr. Adrian Paul
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Bill Shepherd
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Norm Irvine
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A.G. (Mick) Amott
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Ray Meadows
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Ron Crawford
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Dave Johnston
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Alan Furmston
Jock Roe
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Dr I.P. Lyttle
George Bruce
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Bill Schlenker
Doug Clemens
Joe Strudwick
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George Johnston
Dr Gavin Johnson

10/11/1978
23/01/1980
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03/09/1980
10/09/1980

21/11/1981
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19/02/1982
17/04/1982
05/08/1982
10/01/1983
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30/05/1984
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31/07/1984
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26/10/85
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24/04/1986
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-/06/1986
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20/11/1986
08/12/1986
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09/01/1988
14/03/1988
09/12/1988
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140
141
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149
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173
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176
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188
(89

Aub. Vimpani

Jim Loveridge

Sid Biffen

Harold (TAC) Grundy
Harry Williams
Eddie Mott
Murdock McMillian
Eddie Sullivan

Dr George Marks
Harold Lawrence
Dr Emmet Spring
Horrie Vimpani
Ken Clinch

lohn Hall

Cec. MA Kelly

Bill (NANA) Dickson
Ken Sutherland

Dr N. (BILL) Brand
Ern Strevens

Frank Reid

Steve Langton

Dr lan Wilson

Bob James

Ernie (PLUGGER) Utting
Les Best

Bert Webster
Neville Stephens
Keith Davey

Bob Roughan
Darcy Eccles

John Cox

George Drysdale
Roy Delarlais

Ted Donovan

Pop Cook

L (CURLEY) Blyth
Dick Jones

Gerald Frogley
Keith Flintoff
Bruce Young

John Yule

Wally Bryan

Alf Phillips

Bill Mullin

Jack Caldwell

Cecil (NED) Matthews
George Brown

Bill Potter

Earl Matthews

Dr Marshall Gratton
Phil Alwyn

Geoff Flower

Andy McHattie
Laurie Peverill

Phil Scanlon
Charlie Chitts

Bill Sheffield
Arthur Breadon
Alan Patrick

Bob (KRUGER) King
Roy Simpson

Wally Page

Don Braine
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19/0%9/1991
01/12/1991]
20/04/1992
03/05/1992
09/11/1992
16/06/1993
25/07/1993
06/09/1993
04/11/1993
18/01/1994
21/01/1994
22/02/1994
13/03/1994
[8/08/1994
20/05/1994
14/09/1994
23/05/1995
24/06/1995
30/08/1995
14/12/1995
19/01/1996
09/06/1996
20/07/1996
08/10/1996
26/12/1996
27/01/1997
16/02/1997
27/03/1997
1997

09/05/1997
04/06/1997
13/06/1997
20/07/1997
17/10/1997
01/04/1998
18/04/1998
27/04/1998
01/05/1998
16/07/1998
31/07/1998
03/11/1998
26/11/1998
[8/12/1998
24/12/1998
28/12/1998
31/01/1999

[5/05/1999
18/05/1999
01/09/1999
16/09/1999
05/10/1999
06/11/1999
24/01/2000
05/06/2000
15/06/2000
05/12/2000
28/01/2001
04/05/2001
29/05/2001
09/08/2001
22/11/2001

150
19]
152
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247

Neil Gerrand

Jack Laffan

Eric (SERGIE) Williams
Stan Lucas

Atlen Hocking
Merv Featonby
Arthur Rockett
Gordon Lee

John (JACK) Walsh
Dr John Lawrence
Allen Gadsden
Neil Douglas

Roy Dickson
Lloyd Stuart

Ken Gordon

Dr. Alex Reith
Doug Johns

Merv Blow

Norm Wall

Dr. Paul Matthews
Laurie Malkin
Arthur Bachelor
Jack Chenhalls
Ron Handley

Len Allen

Noel Blake

Geoff Derimer
Dick Holmes

Len Martin

Lloyd Champion
Geoft Laidlaw
Doug Potter
Maurie Edwards
Jock Drysdale
Bert Capes

Dr. Mick Dunn
Ron Moyle

Bob Crawtord

Bill Clinch

Stan Brogden
Bert (Ack-ack) Kenny
Jules Collard

Vern Laidlaw
Jack Standerwick
Rod Boundy
Danny Bishop
Noel Norton

Alan Sharp

Wattie Tully

Dr Murray Verso
Dr Colin Copland
Les Lindley

Keith Birchall
Arthur {Doc) Holiday
Dr Jack Trembath
Dr Ted Spring
John Grant

Horrie Hamer

05/12/2001
-/01/2002

22/03/2002
01/04/2002
14/04/2002
05/06/2002
10/06/2002

25/02/2003
25/04/2003
05/10/2003
25/10/2003
02/11/2003
01/12/2003
21/12/2003
29/02/2004
09/07/2004
05/08/2004
06/12/2004
09/01/2005
27/01/2005
16/07/2005
09/09/2005
09/09/2005
06/01/2006
2003
14/01/2004
09/05/2006
06/10/2006
31/12/2006
27/01/2007
01/02/2007
26/02/2007
25/06/2007
05/10/2007
[7/06/2007
02/10/2007
04/01/2008
19/08/2008
14/09/2008

03/06/2009
02/09/2009
03/01/2010
14/01/2010
16/03/2010
05/05/2010
31/05/2010
04/06/2010
14/09/2010
13/04/2011
29/07/2011
0171172011
07/09/2011
17/03/2012
12/06/2012
03/07/2012
21/11/2012
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10" AUSTRALIAN FIELD
AMBULANCE
(A.ILF) ASSOCIATION £ 2
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4 e/ gt
Annual Subscription & Luncheon Fees — 2013 L%{j‘l,b/ "ﬁip%\ ‘/ﬂ

Type of Fee: Code: | Amount: | Total: ,/’_-JLﬁiw'r Z’?/\‘/
Member Annual Subscription M $10 § " L~
Member Luncheon L $45 $ /5;4;;0 Hpoe P87
Affiliate Member Annual Subscription | A §10 |$ ‘. Ko gonntf?™
Affiliate Member Luncheon L $45 $ ’

Guest’s Luncheon GL $45 $ f .L-_?Z,'-ci'.---":/?:f. :
Donation $ |

Herewith total cheque $

To satisfy hotel luncheon arrangements, your application form must reach the treasurer by April 15"
2013. Please advise any special diet needs e.g. vegetarian.

Please post annual Subscriptions to Treasurer:
Mr Trevor Ward, 2/8 Baldwin Road, Blackburn, Vic. 3130.
Phone number: (03) 98778027

Members NAME. ... Phone Number..........cc.ccoveiin
Affiliate Members NAME. ... ..o ieiiir e Phone Number............c.cceeeeii.
Affiliate Members Name.............coooiiiiii e Phone Number..........c..coveenenne.
Affiliate Members NaME......oocooovviiiiiic e Phone Number............ccocooee
Affiliate Members NamMe. ... ..o Phone Number........ccccoiviiiiins,
Affiliate Members Name.........ovcviviiri e e Phone Number.............c..c........
Affiliate Members Name........c.occoovririr e Phone Number........c..ccccoeiie
Affiliate Members INAME. ......ccooiiiiiiii e Phone Number...........c..ocooeee.
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